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Good recycling involves capturing all the
recyclables you can, preparing them
properly, and placing them into the cor-
rect containers. Follow these steps to be a
great recycler!

Step 1: Capture all of your 
recyclables.
Be sure that all of your recyclable con-
tainers and paper get recycled (and don’t
go into trash cans!). At the curb through-
out LaPorte County, you can recycle
glass food jars, juice, pop, soda, and
water bottles, beer and wine bottles; “tin”
(steel) food cans and aluminum beverage
cans; newspapers plus any inserts,
tabloids, or small flyers that originally
came with the paper; glossy catalogs;
phone books; magazines; cardboard
boxes torn down into 2-foot strips; sta-
tionery and copy paper; cereal and snack
boxes; and all plastics with the chasing-
arrows recycling symbol and marked with
a number code (#1-#7).

If you read a magazine at a soccer
game, take it home and put it into your
recycling bin. (Or, pass it along to a
friend and ask her to recycle it after she
reads it.) If you take a water bottle with
you on a shopping trip, take it home to
recycle it afterward. That goes for soft

drink and sports drink bottles, too!

Step 2: Prepare your recyclables
correctly.
Loose, lightweight items may be bagged
so they don’t blow out of your bin. Place
the bag inside the bin or next to it. Be
sure the bag is clearly marked
“Recycling.”

Bottles, jars, and cans should be
thoroughly emptied and rinsed. Flatten
plastic and metal containers whenever
possible. 

Make sure that paper products are
clean and dry. Flatten boxes. Don’t recy-
cle dirty paper products—such as the
newspaper onto which you spilled cereal
or the greasy pizza box.

Step 3: Place recyclables into the
proper bins and containers.
On your recycling day, be sure that your
red or blue recycling bin is clearly visible

from the street. Your bin signals the dri-
ver to stop. Curbside collection is sched-
uled every other week. On your collec-
tion day, have your recyclables at the
curb by 6 a.m. Don’t guess what time the
truck will arrive—just get your bin to the
curb by 6 a.m.! If you lose track of your
recycling week, simply visit our website.
Not only can you find your week, but you
can schedule regular e-mail reminders so
that you won’t forget in the future.

Your recycler wants only the materi-
als requested. Only place those items into
bins. When you put other materials into
the bins, they are considered “contami-
nants.” Sometimes, these contaminants
ruin a load of recyclables; other times
they have to be sorted out by hand. Your
driver may leave non-recyclable items 
in your bin with a note. Contaminants
make recycling more difficult and more
expensive.

Three simple steps for good recycling

Where do I drop off yard
waste? 
The Yard Waste Drop-Off Site is located
at the north end of Zigler Road (runs
along the east side of the LaPorte
County Fairgrounds), just past the
grandstands on the west side.

When can I drop off yard waste? 
You can drop off yard waste during day-
light hours, 7 days a week.

What materials are accepted? 
You can drop off leaves (whole or shred-
ded), chipped wood, clean lumber (no
nails), grass clippings, yard trimmings
and brush, branches up to 6 feet long
and 12 inches in diameter, pine needles
and pine cones, corn stalks, bark, and
sod with no more than 4" of dirt.

How do I prepare my materials? 
You may place yard waste into special
kraft paper leaf bags which may be pur-
chased at local grocery and hardware
stores. If material is transported to the

site in plastic bags, THE PLASTIC
BAGS MUST BE EMPTIED, AND
THE PLASTIC BAGS TAKEN HOME
WITH YOU. Plastic bags do NOT
decompose. 

Will someone help me unload? 
No, you’ll need to unload your own
materials. This site is not staffed.

What materials are 
NOT allowed? 
Construction debris, rubble, wooden
skids, wire, nails, rope or twine, glass,
metal objects, plastics (any type, includ-
ing plastic trash bags and Styrofoam),
treated or painted wood, plywood, parti-
cle board or other non-organic materials
may NOT be disposed of at the site nor
mixed with acceptable materials.

What happens to the yard
waste materials? 
All yard waste is transported to our
Compost Facility located on the grounds
of Westville Correctional Center to be
turned into compost. 

Answers to your yard
waste recycling questions
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Get rid of it the
right way
Hazardous waste doesn’t belong in recy-
cling bins or trash cans. Hazardous waste,
including household, garden, and automo-
tive chemicals, must be disposed at spe-
cial facilities. Why? Because if these
chemicals leak into our water, spill onto
our soil, or evaporate into our air, living
things, including people, animals, and
plants, may get sick. 

To make it easy for residents to get
rid of hazardous materials the right way,
we provide Mobile Household Hazardous
Waste Collections. Mobile collections
will be held from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. on
these Saturdays:

• July 8 at Michigan City Ace
Hardware, Marquette Mall

• August 5 at LaPorte County
Fairgrounds

• September 23 at Michigan City Ace
Hardware, Marquette Mall

• October 21 at LaPorte County
Fairgrounds

You can drop off all of these items:
• Automotive fluids, including motor

oil and antifreeze
• Lawn and garden chemicals, such as

fertilizer, plant food, weed killers,
and bug killers

• Household cleaners, such as oven
cleaner, furniture polish, and tub and
tile cleaners

• Hobby and home improvement prod-
ucts, such as oil-based paints, glues,
photographic chemicals, and pool
chemicals (Remember—we accept
NO latex paint!)

• Fuels, including gasoline and
kerosene

• Personal care products, such as fin-
gernail polish and fingernail polish
remover

• Medications, including prescription
and over-the-counter drugs

• “Sharps,” such as syringes and lancets,
used for in-home medical care (must
be in sealed sharps container)

There is no charge to drop off these
items. Please keep them in their original,
labeled containers, if possible. Do not
mix chemicals together. When loading
these items into your car or van, place
them into a cardboard box in the trunk or
in the very back, as far away from pas-
sengers as possible. Don’t smoke while
transporting hazardous chemicals.

Sorry, but we cannot accept ammuni-
tion, explosives, commercial hazardous
waste, medical waste, or radioactive
materials.

For more information, contact us at
1-800-946-4449 or 219-326-1425, or visit
our website, www.solidwastedistrict.com.



Homeowners may now pick up com-
post and mulch at our Westville
Facility. Mulch is $6.50 per cubic
yard, and compost is $10.50 per cubic
yard. Colored mulch is NOT available
for sale. We also offer animal bedding
at $6.50 per cubic yard.

We haven’t forgotten our busi-
nesses either. Businesses can buy
mulch and compost from us at the
Westville Facility, as well as doing
their tipping (organic waste drop-off).
If small items are being dropped off,
such as brush, leaves, grass, and/or
trees UNDER 30" diameter, the tip-
ping fee is $5.50 per cubic yard. For
larger items, such as trees OVER 30"
diameter and CLEAN stumps, the tip-
ping fee is $7.90 per cubic yard.

From April through October, our
Facility hours are Monday through
Friday, 8:15 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., and
Saturday, 9 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

For additional information, call
the facility at 219-785-2511, extension
#4935 (you must use the # sign), and
ask for Joe.
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Battery boxes
Americans use about 2 billion “dispos-
able” batteries each year. To ensure that
as many batteries as possible are recycled
in LaPorte County, we offer 15 conve-
nient battery drop boxes at these loca-
tions:

• Amoco J-Mart, 1338 State Road 2,
LaPorte 

• Amoco J-Mart, 10300 US Highway
30, Wanatah 

• Amoco J-Mart, 2913 South US
Highway 421, Westville 

• City of LaPorte Recycling, 102 “L”
Street, LaPorte 

• LaPorte Herald-Argus, 701 State
Street, LaPorte 

• Kabelins Hardware, 512 Andrew
Avenue, LaPorte 

• Kabelins Hardware, 432 St. John
Road, Michigan City 

• Kingsford Heights Community
Building (Nutrition Center), 515
Wayland Road, Kingsford Heights 

• Markey Enterprises, 304 “J” Street,
LaPorte 

• Michigan City Hall, 100 East
Michigan Boulevard, Michigan City 

• Michigan City Sanitary District,
1100 E. 8th Street, Michigan City 

• Pepsi, 600 West US Highway 20,
Michigan City 

• Radio Shack, 311 “J” Street, LaPorte 
• Sears (Electronics Department), 3901

S. Franklin Street, Michigan City
• Solid Waste District Office, 2354 N.

US 35, LaPorte 
Since the District began collecting

batteries in 1996, we have collected
almost 40,000 pounds of household bat-
teries. These batteries were recycled.

Thanks to recycler AAA Environmental,
the Solid Waste District is able to provide
more than 60 drop-off locations. AAA
Environmental provides drop-off boxes,
as well as pre-addressed, postage-paid
pouches—for free! 

Plus, for every qualified cartridge
received at the AAA Environmental recy-
cling plant, Leadership LaPorte County
receives $1, which goes toward a scholar-
ship fund. So, collect all the ink jet car-
tridges that you use in printers at home,
work, or school. You’ll help the environ-
ment and help fund an important local
leadership program at the same time!

To recycle your cartridges, simply
pick up a pre-addressed, postage-paid
recycling pouch from the Solid Waste
District of LaPorte County office. Insert
your cartridge, drop the pouch in any
mailbox, and AAA Environmental will
recycle it! Or, drop off your ink jet car-
tridge at one of these locations:

4-H Extension, LaPorte 
A.K. Smith Career Center, Michigan City
AMT Computers, Michigan City 
Advanced Communications, Inc.,

Michigan City 
Barker Middle School, Michigan City 
Bethany Lutheran Church, LaPorte 
Chesterton Post Office, Chesterton
Coolspring Elementary School, Michigan

City 
Countryside Christian Church, Michigan

City 
Edgewood Elementary School, Michigan

City 
Fanning-Howey Associates, Michigan

City 
First United Methodist Church, LaPorte

Flash Pro-Techsperts,
Michigan City 

Hanna Post Office,
Hanna 

Horizon Bank,
Michigan City and
LaPorte 

Indiana Paging Network, LaPorte 
Jim Jessup State Farm Insurance, Hanna 
J-Mart Amoco Station, Wanatah and

Westville
Joy Elementary School, Michigan City 
Knapp Elementary School, Michigan City 
Krueger Middle School, Michigan City 
La J-Mart Amoco Station, LaPorte 
LaPorte City Hall, LaPorte 
LaPorte Co. Museum, LaPorte 
LaPorte Co. Public Library, branches in

LaPorte, Fish Lake, Hanna, Kingsford
Heights, Michigan City, Rolling
Prairie, and Union Mills

LaPorte Co. Sheriff’s Office, LaPorte 
LaPorte Co. Soil & Water District,

LaPorte 
LaPorte Herald-Argus, LaPorte 
Lighthouse Place Management Office,

Michigan City 
Lincoln Elementary School, LaPorte 
Marsh Elementary School, Michigan City 
Merrion & Associates, Michigan City 
Michiana Resources, Inc., Michigan City 
Michigan City Alternative School,

Michigan City 
Michigan City Area School Adm.,

Michigan City 
Michigan City Central Services,

Michigan City 
Michigan City Chamber of Commerce,

Michigan City 
Michigan City City Hall, Michigan City
Michigan City High School, Michigan

City 
Michigan City Jr. High School, Michigan

City 
Michigan City News-Dispatch, Michigan

City 
Michigan City Public Library, Michigan

City 
Morse & Jacobi Advertising, Michigan

City
Mullen Elementary School, Michigan

City 
Nieman Elementary School, Michigan

City 
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