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“one
man’s trash…”
Solid Waste District of La Porte County

Your guide to reducing, reusing, and recycling

It’s in the (reusable) bag!
Every November, communities across the U.S. recognize the economic and environmental importance
of recycling by celebrating America Recycles Day.
The La Porte County Solid Waste District has once
again teamed up with Al’s Supermarkets to promote all forms of recycling available in our county
through in-store events. Not only will residents be
able to swap those pesky plastic bags — a major
source of litter in our communities — for a bag they
can reuse time and time again, but they can also
learn what they can recycle every day.
All events will be held from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Join the Solid Waste District at one of these locations:
• Tuesday, November 13 – Al’s East, 702 E.
Lincolnway, La Porte
• Wednesday, November 14 – Al’s Karwick,
1002 N. Karwick Road, Michigan City
• Thursday, November 15 – Al’s Franklin, 3535
Franklin St., Michigan City
• Saturday, November 17 – Wanatah Town Hall,
104 N. Main Street, Wanatah

Turner Talks Trash
from the Executive Director’s Desk

Bring in
plastic bags for
recycling and get a
reusable bag for free at
one of our four America
Recycles Day events
in November!

Thanks to Al’s and Republic Services, the
District’s curbside recycling contractor, for donating
reusable bags for these events. Last year, residents
brought in a record-setting number of plastic bags
— more than 21,000 — for recycling. Thank you
for remembering to keep all plastic bags out of toters and to use reusable bags whenever possible.
When you make the switch to reusable bags for
shopping, you not only reduce waste, but you also
reduce the amount of litter that ends up along our
roadsides and in our waterways. Let’s keep reducing, reusing, and recycling by making every day
America Recycles Day!

NO plastic bags in toters please!
Please do not place ANY plastic bags in your blue recycling toters. Discarded plastic
bags can fly out of toters as they are emptied and the back of the recycling trucks as
they travel our county roads, ending up as litter in ditches, fields, woods, and rivers.
In our sorting facilities, plastic bags get tangled up in the machinery that separates the
different types of recyclables, costing time and money. Please keep plastic bags out
of your recycling toter. Instead, take them back to stores for recycling; look for bag
collection containers at the front of stores.

Mark Your Calendar!

Saturday, October 20, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Michigan City, Marquette Mall, West Parking Lot

Last
collection for
2018!

Household Hazardous Waste Only — (including batteries, fluorescent bulbs,
oil-based paints, sharps, medications, and ammunition)

We had a busy summer here at the Solid Waste District. Thanks to the many area residents who visited our booths and attended our events. We welcome your ideas and
feedback and appreciate your input in helping us create household recycling opportunities that meet the
needs of our community.
In July, we
hosted a booth at
the La Porte County
Fair. We spent the
week “talking trash”
(and recycling) and
helping people of all
ages construct their
own sculptures from
recyclable items.
Creative visitors
Many thanks to the Shooting Sports 4-H Club for emptying
fabricated hamster
recycling bins the week of the La Porte County Fair.
houses, ninjas,
hummingbirds,
horses, sailboats,
rocket ships, and
even jewelry boxes
— all made from
recyclables. Some
days entire school
groups came to craft
with us, and other
days we enjoyed
a steady stream of
fair attendees. Many
thanks to the Girls
At Eco-Kids Summer
Reserve members
Camp, campers made worm
from La Porte High
composting bins to take
School who helped
home.
to inspire and
supervise our many artists. On Saturday during
the fair, we were delighted to have Rodeo the
Rodeo the Recycling Rabbit visited
Recycling Rabbit visit our booth to demonstrate
us at the fair.
how to recycle!
Late in the summer, we hosted Eco-Kids Summer Camp. Our day-campers were
full of energy and very excited about cleaning up the earth. We had obstacle courses,
nature walks, litter cleanups, recycling crafts, and other fun activities. We studied our
natural environment, learning about animals, habitats, and open space. Then we learned
all about composting, where we made take-home worm bins and our own compost
pile starter kits. Lastly, we studied the 3 Rs — Reduce, Reuse, and Recycle. Kudos to
campers and their families for taking time this summer to learn about our earth and how
to keep it clean and protect it for future generations.
Please consider joining us at the fair next year or attending one of our many
community outreach events. We are happy to offer many educational outreach
programs to our residents. Please keep an eye on this newsletter and our website,
www.solidwastedistrict.com, for future opportunities.

Clay
“In learning you will teach,
and in teaching you will learn.”
~ Phil Collins
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Changing Footprints
Donate shoes and help local residents
Now is the time to clean out your closets and
donate the shoes that no longer fit or that you no
longer use. We have partnered with the Indianapolis-based organization Changing Footprints to
collect unneeded shoes and give them to local residents in need.
Donating is easy. We have a large collection
bin in our office where you can drop off shoes.
Changing Footprints accepts shoes of any type or
condition. They sort and clean the shoes and offer
the usable ones at no charge to deserving residents
within our county. Even damaged shoes that are
past their prime can be brought in to be recycled
into playground mulch. Any footwear of any size

Recycling
reminders

We have a few quick reminders for all of our
dedicated recyclers:

• Leave caps on plastic bottles for recycling. Caps will not be recycled if they
are loose.
• Do not place any plastic bags in toters.
Instead, recycle bags at area stores.
• Styrofoam and other #6 plastics are NOT
accepted for recycling. We have no buyers for these materials. Please place these
items in the trash.
• If your recycling toter is full, you may
place extra recycling in WHITE plastic
bags next to your toter. Black plastic
bags will be considered garbage and
landfilled.

Recycling is a business, and the materials collected are commodities for use in
manufacturing. If there are no buyers for
certain materials, we cannot accept them
for recycling at that time. We are constantly
looking for more ways to divert items from
the landfill and will do our best to keep
everyone updated on any new developments.

Get it or give it
on Freecycle

Look around your house. Do you see items
that are still in good condition that you don’t
use or need? Instead of continuing to stare
at them, offer them to neighbors by posting
them on Freecycle. Freecycle is a way to give
away — or get — free items, keeping them
in use and out of landfills. To find a Freecycle
network near you, go to www.freecycle.org.
There are many local groups to choose from,
including those in La Porte, Michigan City,
Chesterton, and Valparaiso. You can offer
up any items you would like to give away,
search for items posted by others, or tell people what you are seeking. Best of all, everything listed is FREE.

is accepted: snow boots, soccer shoes, flip flops,
Crocs, dance shoes, slippers, sandals, sports shoes,
high heels, baby shoes, cleats, work boots, and
more.
Many local residents would appreciate the
donation and put your unused or unneeded shoes
to good use. Donation bins are located at our
office at 2857 W. State Road 2 in La Porte. For
additional information or to recommend groups
that might be able to use donated shoes, please
contact Sacha Gee-Burns at 219-326-0014 or
sgeeburns@solidwastedistrict.com.
We will provide this service as long as
Changing Footprints continues our partnership.
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For expert advice on home renovation and
reuse of materials, we turned to Karen E
Laine of the hit HGTV show Good Bones.
Known for her passion for rescuing old
clothes, fixtures, and building materials
from the demo dumpster, Karen offers, “In
every job, there is always something to
reuse or recycle. Whether it is for reuse or
to make recycled art, there is someone who
wants what you have.”
Now entering its third season, the
popular TV series follows the down-toearth mother/daughter duo Karen E Laine
and Mina Starsiak Hawk as they buy and
renovate dilapidated old houses in their
hometown of Indianapolis. Focusing on
the Fountain Square, Bates Hendricks, and
surrounding areas, Karen explains, “We
want to revitalize neighborhoods. We know
we’ve done well when we can’t afford to
buy a house in a neighborhood anymore.”
Karen and Mina found their passion
for rehabbing houses in 2007, shortly after
Mina graduated from Indiana University.
After a few successful home transformations, Karen left her job as a defense
attorney to join her daughter to co-found
Two Chicks and a Hammer, Inc. While
many home improvement shows focus
on the quick flip and high profit, the pair
demonstrates that they care more about revitalizing their community and minimizing
their impact on the environment. They save
the neighborhoods, the houses themselves,
and whatever they can from inside.
In many shows, Mina lovingly and
proudly teases her mother about salvaging
anything reusable: old clothes, windows,
grates, doors, architectural elements, light-

Photo by Alex Joss, Provided by Karen E Laine

Good advice from Good Bones

Donating your renovation materials keeps functional — and often desirable — items out
of the landfill. Find out what common items can be donated at www.habitat.org/stories/8things-to-donate-when-renovating. (Photo courtesy of Habitat for Humanity)

Put down the sledgehammer!
ing fixtures, and more. Some of these items
are donated to charity, but many go straight
into a storage area referred to as Karen’s
Corner, where they are resurrected for reuse
in future remodels.
“It takes time and thoughtfulness,”
notes Karen. “We must all start to have a
conservation mindset.”
Karen is not only dedicated to making
a difference in her community, but she also
wants to model for others the importance of
salvaging and recycling. “Our resources are
finite. How we act today has an impact on
the lives of others for generations.”

Remove and donate — don’t demolish
home renovation materials
Whether you are a do-it-yourselfer or you
contact a professional, home improvement
is an exciting but messy business. Once the
job starts, the disarray, dust, and debris can
seem to seep into your soul, and you just
want it done. So before you begin, consider
what you will do with your salvaged or surplus materials. In short, try to return, sell,
donate, and recycle as much as possible.
When choosing a contractor, ask if they
recycle and can remove materials for donation.
Here are some simple ways to reduce
home remodeling waste:

Credit: Juanmonino | E+ | Getty Images

• Be smart when ordering supplies.
Accurately determine how much tile,
flooring, fixtures, and paint you will
need. In some instances, it is advisable
to order extra supplies, but don’t go
overboard. Research online and make
reasonable calculations. Know the
store’s return policy before you buy;
save and return unused items.
• Remove items intact, when possible.
Step away from the sledgehammer
glorified on many home improvement
shows! Unscrewing kitchen cabinets or
removing intact sinks and countertops
is easier and safer and creates less
mess. Plus, now these items can be
donated and kept out of the landfill.
• Know how and where to donate or
sell. Check local online marketplaces

Put a stop to junk mail

Although recycling your junk mail is better than throwing it in the trash, preventing it from arriving is even better. Why waste all of the resources and money to
make, transport, and recycle that mail? If you’re tired of going to the mailbox and
then standing next to the recycling bin and immediately discarding all of the junk
mail, we have an answer. The easiest solution is to call the phone number listed in
unwanted mail and ask to be removed from that specific mailing list.
For a broader approach, take a look at these websites. They each offer strategies
to reduce or eliminate mail you don’t want and allow you to keep getting the mail
you do:
www.directmail.com/mail_preference
www.dmachoice.org
www.optoutprescreen.com
www.ecocycle.org/junkmail
www.stopwaste.org

like Facebook, Craigslist, Nextdoor, or
Freecycle to find someone interested
in buying your items or hauling them
away for free. Contact the Habitat
for Humanity ReStore in Michigan
City about donating materials (see
box). Or check out the website www.
donationtown.org, which has an
extensive directory of charities, as well
as a feature where you can schedule
a free pickup of donated items based
on ZIP code. Remember, donating
is cheaper than paying tipping fees
at the landfill, donations may be tax
deductible, and it’s better for the
environment!
• Be realistic when donating items.
Any partially damaged items should be
offered as-is on an online marketplace.
Any unusable, shattered, or moldy
items should be thrown away. Use
common sense. Donating items such as
rotted wooden boards or broken appliances to charities does not help them; it
costs them money!
• Don’t forget to recycle. Some construction debris can be recycled. Check
with a local scrap yard to find out
whether they accept aluminum siding
or gutters, metal radiators, grates, piping, and other metals. And don’t forget
to recycle the cardboard packaging
from new products and the containers
from beverages consumed by workers.

Habitat for Humanity ReStore
225 E. Garfield Street in Michigan City

Open: Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday,
and Friday, 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Saturday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Closed: Sunday and Monday
Call 219-814-4985 for a current list
of accepted items or 844-517-1693 to
request a pickup of donated items.
www.laportehabitat.org/Restore
Photo courtesy of La Porte County Habitat for Humanity Restore
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Slow down
to get
around

Curbside Recycling
Schedule
A

City of La Porte – South of Hwy. 2 and West of Monroe (Hwy. 4); North of Hwy. 2 and West of 35

B

City of La Porte – East of Hwy. 4 and South of Hwy.
2, including Kankakee Township; East of Hwy. 35
and North of Hwy. 2 to Brighton Street

C

City of La Porte – East of Hwy. 35 and North of
Brighton Street; Town of Westville; New Durham
Estates Mobile Home Community; Cass Township;
Dewey Township; Hanna Township; Prairie Township

D

Clinton Township; Noble Township; Scipio Township; Town of Wanatah

E

Johnson Township; Lincoln Township; Pleasant
Township; Union Township; Washington Township

F

Michigan City – West of Karwick Road; Sheridan
Beach; Pottawattamie Park; Village Green

G

Michigan City – East of Karwick Road; Springfield
Township; Long Beach; Michiana Shores; Shoreland
Hills

H

Coolspring Township; New Durham Township
(excluding the Town of Westville and New Durham
Estates); Weatherstone Village; Terrace Acres

I

Center Township

J

Galena Township; Hudson Township; Wills Township; Trail Creek (Michigan City); Rolling Prairie
Mobile Home Park

Last year, there were 132 recorded fatalities
involving workers or vehicles in the solid
waste industry. Each person was someone’s
child, spouse, parent, sibling, or friend. Of
those who died, 38 were workers on the
job and 94 were members of the public. Of
those 94 non-worker fatalities, 57 were in
other vehicles, 23 were pedestrians, eight
were bicyclists, four were motorcyclists,
and two occurred at disposal facilities.
When you see a trash or recycling truck
stopped or slowed, follow the steps below
to avoid accidents — the life you save may
be your own.

• Slow down when approaching a
garbage or recycling truck making its
rounds. Stop, if necessary, to allow
workers to do their jobs.
• Look for workers before attempting to
pass the truck.
• Check for traffic approaching from the
opposite direction before attempting to
pass the truck.
• Avoid distractions like texting,
talking on the phone, adjusting your
entertainment system, or programming
your GPS while driving near a garbage
truck.

Reminders:
• Place your recycling toters out the night before or by
6 a.m. the day of collection.
• Call within 24 hours to report a missed pickup. If you
call after hours, please leave a voice mail message.
NOTE: Township is outside of City limits. Never
remove toter from assigned address.

Green Waste Site open daily
The leaves are turning yellow, orange, and
red. In the evening, the air is crisp and cool.
You know what that means — the chores
are about to begin! If you have more leaves
than you can mulch or compost in your own
yard, take advantage of the Zigler Road
Green Waste Site. All La Porte County residents can drop off yard waste at no charge
at this site, which is located north of the
Fairgrounds, across from NIPSCO, at 724
Zigler Road in La Porte. Businesses may
also drop off yard waste but will be charged
a tipping fee. Green waste is accepted from
dawn to dusk.
Drop off your leaves, grass clippings,

brush, and logs, and we will work our
magic and transform them into nutrient-rich
compost and useful mulch. If you collect
your yard waste in the large paper yard
waste bags available at home improvement
stores, they do not need to be emptied because the bags are compostable. However,
you must empty all plastic bags or bins that
you may have used to haul your leaves or
clippings; you must take the bags and containers home to dispose. Leave only yard
waste, please. Please follow all signs as we
continue to expand and improve the facility.
NO trash is accepted at this facility.
All loads will be inspected before you are

Questions about
curbside yard waste
pickup?
La Porte residents – Contact the LaPorte
City Street Department at 219-362-2477.
Michigan City residents – Contact
Michigan City Central Services at
219-873-1530.

allowed to drop off your yard waste. Call
Vince Sherman at 219-363-8962 with any
questions.

Solid Waste District of La Porte County
District Board Members
Councilwoman Pat Boy
Commissioner Connie Gramarossa
Commissioner Dr. Vidya Kora
Mayor Mark Krentz
Mayor Ron Meer
Councilman Mike Mollenhauer, Vice Chair
Commissioner Rich Mrozinski, Chair

Citizen’s Advisory Committee
Paul Brooks
Juli Charlesworth
Amy Feikes
Jim Irwin
Justin Kiel, Chair
Thomas R. Larson, Vice Chair
Jim Micheals
Jennifer Olson
Dick Reel

www.facebook.com/LPCoRecycling
www.twitter.com/LPCoRecycling
www.youtube.com/LPCoRecycling
www.lpcorecycling.tumblr.com
Green E-Club: http://eepurl.com/eiyHs

Staff
Clay Turner, Executive Director
Lyn De Groote, Controller
Lisa M. Woodson, Office Manager
Nancy K. McVay, Recycling Coordinator
Sacha Gee-Burns, Education/Public Outreach
Coordinator
Scott Lynn, Project Coordinator/HHW
Vincent Sherman, Compost Site Program
Coordinator

We want your suggestions,
questions and comments!
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